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Dear Friends, 

It is with great pride and honor to introduce you to our very first
impact report!

I’m amazed by the level of impact Dr. Wheeler and I could make with
GTT by just … starting! As two Black Women engineers, longing for a
more inclusive work environment, we were already leading employee
resource groups (ERGs) and spearheading diversity, equity and
inclusion initiatives regularly. Our passions quickly turned into
community engagement that always involved some type of outreach
to students such as industry talks, resume reviews and even
coaching a student robotics team. The cathartic feeling of becoming
the role models we once needed as kids, kept us returning to work
with students who have similar upbringings to us. We soon realized
we could help students see how STEM could be centered around
their experiences and inspire them to define their own career path in
tech. 

Greater Than Tech started with just 6 students in a 1-day workshop
in 2020 and since then we've provided 4 Black college students their
first technical job experience, became a STEM support partner to
other community organizations who work with underserved youth
and we have 3 flagship programs types, including our first-ever
community robotics program! With the support of our sponsors,
over 300 students who have gone through our programs receiving
access to STEM education since our inception.

We believe that when you layer STEM education with
entrepreneurship training and help students improve their self-
efficacy, the tech landscape will lead to more diversity in business
ownership, more innovative products and increase talent pool
diversity for tech companies.

And the best part is that ... we are learning by doing and we are just
getting started! Thank you all for your belief and support that we can
truly make the uncommon, common. 
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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
OUR MISSION
Greater Than Tech is  a 501(c)(3)  nonprofit  organization dedicated to
helping create the next generation of innovative technology leaders by
introducing gir ls  and underserved students to immersive educational
programs at the intersection of STEM and business.

WHAT'S THE UNCOMMON?
Oftentimes,  women of color in tech spaces and especial ly  in technical
leadership posit ions are considered “unicorns”.  We want to dispel  that
fairytale!  Let ’s  normalize women of color in tech instead of further
isolat ing them.

WHO WE ARE
Greater Than Tech (GTT) is  reaching to levels beyond STEM to bui ld the
next generation of diverse technology business leaders.  We insti l l  the
importance of self-eff icacy,  an entrepreneurial  mindset and teamwork
in al l  our programming. Our programs give students access to cutt ing
edge,  hands-on technology experiences to bring their  ideas to l i fe.   

Humility, alongside confidence

Respect, alongside honesty

OUR CORE VALUES
Our core values are the heart of  how we work together in whatever we
do. We encourage our future leaders to adopt this same mindset the
same way we teach them how engineering works alongside business.

Creativity, alongside innovation

Growth-focused, alongside accountability

Talents, alongside interests
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“The [Girl Meets Drone] program was
amazing as I got to learn not only
engineering but also how to create a
business from my ideas! Through the
program, I learned a lot of business
skills such as pitching to present my
idea to people. I enjoyed learning about
the drone industry. Best of all I can now  
and use a drone. Finally, the program 
 has helped me realize that I want to do
something with the business skills along
with engineering in my future.”

Jacquie S | Gompers Academy
GREATER THAN TECH ALUMNA
Girl Meets Drone (2021) & Girl Meets
Additive Manufacturing (2022)

FROM JACQUIEFROM JACQUIE
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We consider underseved students as those who
reside in 'Promise Zone' areas who may have little
to no access to quality STEM education programs. 

All students we serve also come from
Title-1 schools and are eligible for the
Free and Reduced Lunch program and
their demographic makeup is 40% Black,
35% Latinx, 10% Asian, 15% multi-racial

For the community programs, we average
serving 100 students a year (girls and
boys ages 11 to 18) from underserved
communities. 

Most students come into the program
with little to no hands-on STEM learning
but leave with more intentions of forming
a STEM or entrepreneurship identity.  

THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF STUDENTS 

70% FEMALE AND 30% MALE 

According to the most recent United States census
data, San Diego County's estimated population is
3,298,634 and the median household income in
$84.545. The population is 45% White, 34% Latinx,
5.5% Black, 1% Indigenous peoples, and 13%
Asian/Pacific Islander. 

PARTICIPANTSPARTICIPANTS

In 2022 we served 200 girls and underserved students between the ages of 11 and 18 in
San Diego County. Most of the students we serve come from Southeast San Diego, Barrio
Logan and National City with zip codes such as 92114, 92113, and 92105. The median
income of families served in GTT is $35,776.

BLACK
40%

LATINX
35%

MULTI-RACIAL
15%

ASIAN
10%



Dear Friends, 

Greater Than Tech is taking our programming to a new
level by cross-linking STEM and Business education.
You'll find GTT uses real-world applicable examples
providing concrete applications to knowledge and skills
learned in the classroom as they relate to students
themselves and society. Real examples also encourage
students to be aware of the choices they make and how
they fit into a greater societal context. Self-efficacy,
teamwork, and entrepreneurship are other critical
program standards we felt are required to create the
next generation of innovative technology leaders. GTT
aims to use STEM as a Force for Good by creating an
incubator-like program for social impact technology. 

Students are inspired to solve relatable social impact
problems using the latest cutting-edge technologies.
Each program offers students the chance to connect
with real industry experts and entrepreneurs to
understand what it takes to succeed in their careers. All
GTT programs promote an engineering and
entrepreneurial mindset from prototype creation to
business solution implementation. The outcome
produces a thorough business model for pitching their
businesses to mentors and peers. GTT empowers
students to change the world by providing them with an
opportunity for their ideas to come to life.

OUR TEAM

Jackie Massheimer
EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Candace Gray
PROGRAM PROFESSIONAL

Michael  Kidane
PROGRAM INTERN

Nyagoah Puoch
PROGRAM INTERN

Sincerely,

Dr.  Brittany Wheeler
Co-Founder & Director Of Education
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Biruck Halefom
PROGRAM INTERN

Madeline Ishimoto
PROGRAM INTERN

Allyson Cul len
PROGRAM INTERN 

Prisci l la Miranda
BOOKKEEPER

A NOTE FROMA NOTE FROM  
THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION ...THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION ...



Greater than Tech provides dynamic STEM educational programming for both K-12
students and educators. The interdisciplinary lessons and workshops provide
experiential learning that goes beyond words on a page - giving students the ability
and access to bring their ideas to life through emerging technologies. We offer the
following program tracks:

GTT Community Programs 

PROGRAMSPROGRAMS

Delivers our GTT program curriculum to

our community partners who already

serve students from underserved

communities within the region. 

GTT Club Programs 

Cultivates middle school and high school

girls' STEM identity  for GTT alumna by

providing mentorship, college and tech

industry tours, guest speakers, and

networking opportunities. 

GTT Career Programs

Designed to provide high school girls

from underserved communities access

to emerging technology and

entrepreneurial skill development and

apprenticeships. 
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(Middle and HS students) Robotics Program

(Middle and High School Girls) Mentorship and Tech
Industry Tours

(High School Girls) Emerging Technologies Apprenticeships 



FROM NYAGOAHFROM NYAGOAH

"When I first started working with Greater
Than Tech I was a first year student at
UCSD. Interning at GTT introduced me to a
lot of people that continue to support me
throughout college. During the program I
was able to learn more about STEM as I
was teaching other students. Everything I
was teaching these students I had to learn
myself so I was introduced to a lot of new
ideas. I learned that when working in
different environment it’s going to take a
lot of patience because not everyone has
the same background knowledge as one
another. I enjoyed working with the kids
every week and seeing how excited they
were to come in and continue to work on
building their robots!”

Nyagoah | UCSD STUDENT
GREATER THAN TECH INTERN: GTT
Community Robotics (2022) & Girl Meets
Additive Manufacturing(2022)



Community
Robotics
Program & Demo
Day

Blue Heart
Foundation
Robotics

Lemon Grove
Drone Camp

PROGRAM
50 middle school students
experienced an 11 - week
program learning how to
use robots for social
impact

DETAILS
96% first time building and
coding robots
Improvement in public
speaking skills, teamwork
and analytical thinking

OUTCOME

2022 PERFORMANCE SUMMARY2022 PERFORMANCE SUMMARY

Classroom
workshops 
(Hour of Code)

Girl Meets
Additive
Manufacturing

4 classrooms of 20
students had a 1 hour
session of coding 
 exercises

18 high school students
experienced a 4-day
summer camp learning
the real world applicability
of 3D printing

All girls who participated
in GTT programs are
invited to take part in the
GTT Alumna network. 

95% of students first time
coding a drone
Proven demonstration on
manual drone flying and
collaboration 

Students will benefit from
connecting with fellow alumna,
industry professionals and gain
further opportunites through
GTT 
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GTT Alumnae Club
End of Year
Celebration* 

10 high school students
experienced an 8 - week
program learning how to
build, troubleshoot and
code robots

20 middle school students
experienced a 4 - week
program learning how to
build, troubleshoot and
code robots

90% first time building and
coding robots
Positive shift in attitude
about pursuing STEM
careers 

75% of students felt more
comfortable with coding after
session
50% of students showed interest in
taking more coding classes 

95% of students first time
using Computer Aided
Design
6 students signed up to be
ambassadors for GTT

*starting Dec'22



BLACK
40%

LATINX
35%

MULTI-RACIAL
15%

ASIAN
10%

Key Successes

2022 HIGHLIGHTS2022 HIGHLIGHTS
FUNDS
RAISED

$200,000
IN GRANTS, DONATIONS AND

SPONSORSHIPS

200
STUDENTS

SERVED
WORKSHOPS
DELIVERED

45 8
INDUSTRY TOURS

FOR STUDENTS

8
SCHOOLS
IMPACTED

Total youth served In 2022  = 200

30 volunteers donated
1000+ volunteer hours

40%
After participating in GTT in 2022, 40% of the students continued

with other advanced STEM programs.
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Greater Than Tech is a direct-service organization. This means that all services are delivered
free of charge to program participants by GTT staff and volunteers.

Average cost per
student for 6-weeks

GTT program

$700

$28,000

Thousands of dollars
saved, thanks to

volunteers.

$$$
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2022 FISCAL YEAR 2022 FISCAL YEAR FINANCIALSFINANCIALS

Grants
37%

Corporate Gift
25%

In-kind & individual Donations
14%

Sponsorships
13%

Program Revenue
11%

Program Costs
48%

Personnel
46%

Administrative & Fundraising
6%

Total Revenue, $200,000

Total Expenses
$164,000

Value in in-Kind
Donations such as
computers, tablets,

event space and
expertise 



"I  am very passionate about creating an interest and love for STEM in young
girls and I have had the opportunity to volunteer for GTT on multiple
occasions. I was blown away each time by their events. I found that GTT
events are very well organized and their initiatives are extremely relevant to
the current world. They introduce and educate kids on new technologies,
bring in industry experts and leaders to talk to them, show them real life
applications and organize hands-on activities that are not only fun but very
educational. I have seen kids experience a shift in mindset when they do
these activities and realize that its achievable, that STEM is not as hard as it
looks and can be really COOL. I believe that all of the effort that Jasmine and
Brittany are putting into GTT is going to have a positive impact on many little
girls.  I am glad I had the opportunity to support them in this herculean
endeavor of theirs and will continue to do so in future."
Suprasanna Duvvuri | COLLINS AEROSPACE, Aerostructures Special
Projects Lead 
GREATER THAN TECH VOLUNTEER:
Girl Meets Drone (2021) & Girl Meets Additive Manufacturing(2022)

FROM SUPRASANNAFROM SUPRASANNA    



OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS
KEY MAKER SPONSORS
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PROGRAM SPONSORS

We thank our all financial and program sponsors who have made
us successful for both the 2021 and 2022 years. 

We think of our key maker sponsors as organizations that made a
key in order to open the door for us. We are immensely grateful for

these organizations who invested in us early and often. 



Charlene Brown 
Development Director, Elementary Institute of Science
GREATER THAN TECH PROGRAM PARTNER

FROM CHARLENEFROM CHARLENE

"Greater Than Tech ... it's name says it all and its
founders Jasmine LeFlore and Brittany Wheeler,
bring a unique and needed perspective to STEM
enrichment programs.”



THE
EQUIL IBR IUM

LAB
S T A R T U P   C O N S U L T A N CY

OUR PARTNERSOUR PARTNERS

SCHOOLS

PROGRAM PARTNERS
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SERVICE PARTNERS

We make a collective impact by partnering with schools,
organizations and our service providers. Thank you to our partners

that helped us grow and reach more students. 



Launch GTT Alumnae Club virtually 

We understand the importance of teaching
students the hard skills of tech but also the soft
skills of building networks, their resume and their
self-efficacy. We are launching our GTT Club as a
monthly meet-up via Zoom and in person for our
GTT Program Alumnae. Students will have the
opportunity to connect with each other, go on
industry tech tours, engage in technical and
professional development discussions with
industry professionals and have access to
tutoring.  

2

Raise $1M

With enough resources, we can scale and reach
more students nationally and globally. With $1M we
can hire staff full-time, upgrade software and tools,
and create new roles to enhance our student,
partner and volunteer experience. We know that
through streamlined processes and automation we
can better document our methodologies and focus
on unlocking opportunities and access for GTT
students. 

43
Create defined Career Pathways
via GTT Alumnae Network

The ability to create a clear pathway for
students in emerging tech careers for
underserved students is not one we can do
alone. We are harvesting the beauty of
synergy by partnering with like-minded
organizations to move our alumnae to the
next level of their career goals. 

GTT Community Robotics and GTT
Demo Day Expansion

We see the power of students' innovation when
they have the opportunity to work and display
their unique ideas. Improving on our successful
2022 GTT Community Robotics Program, we will
make a bigger impact by opening this program
to both middle and high school expanding to
serving 150 students. 

1

OUR 2023 GOALSOUR 2023 GOALS
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“Greater Than Tech program's have boosted
my confidence in deciding to pursue a career in
software engineering. I already knew how to
code before Girl Meets Drone but what I loved
the most was I got to use the skills I had to code
drone actions and help other students
understand how coding works. As an Alum, I
am able to represent and support the GTT team
as a junior engineer at external events as well as
for their programs such as Demo Day where I
helped students fix coding errors. Thanks to
GTT, I felt confident to move forward and take a
1-year course in Computer Science where I get
to work on gaming, Artificial Intelligence and
Python skills.”

Alex L. | Stride K12 Student
GREATER THAN TECH ALUMNA: 
Girl Meets Drone(2021) & Girl Meets Additive
Manufacturing (2022)

GREATER THAN TECH VOLUNTEER:
GTT DEMO DAY 2022 & SD STEM EXPO 2022 

FROM ALEXFROM ALEX



SPONSOR

Sponsors are immensely helpful to develop new
programs and connect our students to industry
professionals. If you would like to sponsor GTT
programs and events, please contact us at
sponsorships@greaterthantech.org

2

COLLABORATE
Anytime we can make a bigger impact on
students with like-minded organizations, we
want to!  Contact us if you think Greater
Than Tech may be a good partner for you. 

43
VOLUNTEER
Like any nonprofit, dedicated volunteers truly
change the lives of our students. We are always
eager to work with individuals who are
passionate about STEM, like to work with
students and can help us move our mission
forward. 

DONATE

We appreciate all forms of donations and all
forms of donations count. As we grow our reach
with students, please consider providing a
recurring donation to our cause. 

1

GET INVOLVEDGET INVOLVED
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We want to acknowledge our colleagues and
partners for their contributions as they worked
tirelessly on the projects mentioned within and
this report:

Those responsible for concept and
coordination: Jasmine LeFlore, Brittany
Wheeler, Brandi Neloms, Marcus Stallworth,
Keri Minnick

Group of Researchers: 
Dana Goodrow, Lisa Wells, Allyson Cullen,
Nyagoah Puoch

Writers behind the impact report:
Rise Urban Nation - Adesola Akindele, Taryell 
 Simmons 

Designers of the impact report:
Equilibrium Startup Labs

Colleagues from Local and Partner
Organizations:
Suprasanna Duuvuri, Charlene Brown

Other contributors: GTT Advisory Board -
Maisha Cobb, George Halow,  Robin McDougal,
Sharon Rossmark, Ryan Shortill, Shirley Yager

GREATER THAN TECH
8885 Rio San Diego Dr. #237
San Diego, CA 92108
www.greaterthantech.org
contact@greaterthantech.org

WE THANK YOU

OUR PROGRAMS

FOR YOUR 
CONTINUED 
SUPPORT OF

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTSACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

FOLLOW USFOLLOW US
GREATERTHANTECH.SD 

GREATERTHANTECH

GREATER THAN TECH

GREATER THAN TECH

 WWW.GREATERTHANTECH.ORG 
 #MAKINGTHEUNCOMMONCOMMON


